CIVILIZATION  AND   ITS  DISCONTENTS "
that a new form of aggression arises, one which has
been mitigated by civility.
With the growth and expansion of a culture, there
is presented another danger besides the growing
restriction on the impulses. This danger Freud
called " the psychological misery of the masses.95 It
appears as a menace wherever the social union is
maintained mainly by the members5 identification
with each other, while at the same time leading
personalities are either absent or deprived of their
proper due. Let it be emphasized that this respect
for personality as against the masses has nothing to
do with the banal question of egoism and altruism.
The example of America shows how false such an
equation would be. Freud believes that America,
especially in its present state of culture, stands on
the brink of that peril. America, in whose slang the
term " number one " stands for " I," is a terrifying
example of a poverty of great individuals. Here the
culture has standardized the people and standard-
ized their thoughts.
Solitude is certainly pregnant with sorrow, but it
is open to question whether community always
confers happiness. And it is possible to be social and
yet remain isolated, just as it is possible to be alone
and yet participate in society. Neurosis tends to
withdraw men from society; but perhaps such
solitude is one of the essential conditions of any great
cultural achievement. Civilization seeks to establish
ever wider and more encompassing union. But
perhaps, in its larger sense, civilization is not possible
without alternation between solitude and com-
munity. It seems to me that it is one of the requisites
of civilization that men be able to endure solitude
and to welcome it; that they be not forced to
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